2025 NORTH FOOTBALL BANQUET REMARK

Greetings Husky Football Family! For those of you who haven't attended one of these events before, my name
is Tim Grimm and | have been the statistician for North football and basketball for over 20 years. It has been my

good fortune to provide this group with a year-end review at 18 of these banquets.

| run a website dedicated to all things North varsity football and basketball at www.nhsrecords.com. On that site
you can retrieve the game stats and a write up of every contest as well as find an all-time record book that dates

to the school's opening in 1957.

Normally these talks are all about the seniors--and rightfully so. This year's seniors have witnessed or been part
of 27 victories in their four years at North--that's the most wins in a four-year period since the 2003-04 class
experienced 28. These seniors were part of an organization that won North's first Sectional Championship in 23

years. Their contribution to solidifying the legacy of North football has been inspiring.

For their efforts they have been rewarded with a city-wide awareness that “North Is Back" and a force to be
contended with. There is no SIAC competitor that any longer possesses a long winning streak against the

Huskies--this class broke ALL those streaks (some of which measured out decades...).

But they didn't do it alone and there LS reason to believe that this success can be sustained by the

underclassmen on this club. For instance, next year we will return the entire offensive line--INTACT. For those

of you who follow football closely, you will know that a team's success starts UP FRONT. Center Zerin Wood,
guard Jason Bohleber, and tackle Ben Smith proved to be ABLE first-year starters. Sophomore guard lke Elmer
won All-City accolades (JUST the second North player EVER to win All-City honors as a sophomore) and junior
tackle Jaxon Schmitt was named to the All-City, All-Metro, and All-SIAC teams. Junior tight end Carson Conley
teamed with the tackles on running plays to winnow down the linebackers and caught multiple touchdowns to

go along with his excellent blocking.

The net effect those six players had on the development of junior quarterback Jayden Jones was increasingly
notable as the season went along. His development running the offense was pivotal in the team's success and
was enabled by the line in front of him--so much so, that when the season ended his 13 touchdown passes, 59%

Completion Percentage, and 160 quarterback rating each ranked in North's Top Five ALL TIME for a single season.

That offensive line also created opportunities in the running game. Through the decades North has produced a
number of All-State running backs who have attained near legendary status. Derenzo Bushrod's 2000 season

still ranks in the Top10 ALL TIME in the state of Indiana, Kendall O'Donnell was a first team AP All State selection
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at running back as was 1995 Notre Dame and NFL alumnus Deke Cooper, and the original All-State back Cornell

Garret. What none of those great running backs accomplished was to gain over 1,000 yards as a sophomore.

Running behind an all-underclassman line with five first year starters, sophomore Hunter McKinney set a new
standard for underclass success this season with 1,009 yards rushing while averaging over seven yards per carry.
His touchdowns were often ‘game changers' having scored on six runs that were each over 30 yards in length.

He was selected as a member of the Courier All-Metro team

Yes, there is tremendous reason to believe that North's success will carry through beyond 2025.

Having said that, as always, it was the senior class that determined the real strength of this ball club.

Also in the backfield with McKinney and Jones was 'Q' Pauley and all he did was score 15 touchdowns this season.
'Q’' got the call for the tough yards up the middle--third and three at a do-or-die situation in a game?: hand the
ball to 'Q'. He converted dozens of third downs this season and caused that sound every coach loves to hear:
The Chains Moving for another First Down. He caught three touchdown passes out of the backfield and was
often the first man through the hole on run plays--blasting linebackers with his formidable shoulders. For his

efforts Pauley was awarded All-City honors.

Joining him on the All-City team was a 'swiss army knife' style player, Cole McBride. Blessed with blistering
speed, his 'average' distance for a touchdown scored was over 25 yards. Besides leading the team in receptions

this season, he was also the third leading rusher and gained over 600 yards for the team in total offense.

Lining up opposite him at receiver was Evan Garnett. Another multi-talented athlete, his time in the program
saw him playing quarterback, receiver, defensive back, and punter--all of which he did well. With nearly 700
receiving yards to his credit in his career, he AVERAGED over 18 yards per catch this season (the second highest

average in the Conference). He averaged 40 yards per punt before an injury required him to give up the role.
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While the offense gets all the glory for scoring touchdowns, the backbone of the 2025 Huskies was undoubtedly

its defense. This year’s defense allowed opponents just FOURTEEN points per game. Ask anyone who follows

the game and they will tell you that is a remarkable number.
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It should come as no surprise, given the number of multi-year starters in the defensive backfield North possessed,
the pass defense was terrific in 2025. Three members received post-season accolades and the fourth really
should have. De'Amontey Layne, TJ Michel, Aman Kincaid, and Darian Walker made up a backfield that allowed
opponents less than 100 yards passing per game and only yielded six touchdowns through the air--and two of

those came in games where North had developed huge leads and none of the four were playing.

All four had been starters on defense at various positions since their sophomore and junior seasons. Layne, a
two-time Regional Track & Field Champion in the 200-meter dash, used his elite speed to track down the fastest
outside receivers opponents could put on the field. He intercepted five passes in his career and accounted for
over 60 tackles. He filled in for McBride on offense when he went down to injury in week 8 and averaged five
yards per carry. He also averaged an amazing 17 yards per punt return. Three different times this season he

broke open with either a punt or a pick and went for long touchdowns. He was awarded All-City honors for his

play.

Much like Layne, TJ Michel was a jack of all trades. A sprinter on the Track Team, TJ played linebacker early in
his career but as a senior moved to safety. To say he was busy would be an understatement. He also punted and
filled in at tailback on offense and played special teams coverage. He finished with a broad enough spectrum of
work that Hoosier Prep Gridiron named him to their All-State team. He was everywhere on the field where his

team needed him most.

Aman Kincaid played cornerback opposite Layne for two seasons and finished his career with 5 interceptions,
over 50 tackles, and was recognized by the SIAC Coaches as an All-Conference defensive back. No one stood
taller in the secondary than safety Darian Walker. He used his frame and leaping ability to bat down passes
while picking off four and recorded over 50 tackles in his career. A deadly return man, he averaged nearly 24

yards per kickoff return and had an 82 yard return this season.

The defensive front plays a huge role in the success of the secondary by keeping pressure on the quarterback to
throw the ball quickly as well as taking away the running game to force the opponent to go to the air. The Husky
defensive line excelled in both areas this season. Senior Mike Epps earned his second All-City and All-Metro
recognition with hisimposing presence at tackle. In his career he recorded over 60 tackles and 20 of those tackles
were for loss. He sacked the quarterback twice and had multiple instances where he forced a hurried throw to

avoid a loss.
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Playing next to Epps in the center of the line was Kaiman Parson. Given the strength of the preceding class of
Huskies, Kaiman had to wait until his senior season to earn a starting post at nose tackle, but when he did, he
excelled. His run-stuffing ability in the middle of the defense helped to limit Husky opponents to just 80 yards
rushing per game. Ask any coach, if you can't run the ball, you're going to have a hard time winning football
games. Kaiman made it hard for opponents to run the ball. He was recognized by the SIAC coaches as an All-

Conference player for his work.

In between those two, Baron Briscoe was quite a bit undersized, but he maintained his presence in the middle
and recorded 23 tackles including three for loss and found himself always around the ball when it squirted out
of a runner’s hands. Next to him at end, junior Jeraden Copeland earned a name for himself as a head-hunting

defender who could terrorize quarterbacks when they rolled to his side.

Ultimately, however, the strength of the 2025 Huskies lay in the middle of its defense at the linebacker positions.
If Briscoe found himself around the ball, it was often Jalen Lynch who either caused it or recovered it. He grabbed
three fumbles this season while recording 36 tackles (4 for loss). At the other outside linebacker slot, Cameron
Watkins put up the same tackle numbers but added three quarterback sacks. With those two on the outside,

Husky opponents seldom found safety running outside or rolling out to pass.

But the heart and soul of this defense lay in the very center of the field. Parker Daugerty and Ricky White, Jr.
played the game together, complimenting one another in their ability to effectively read defenses and react to
their efforts. For his part, Daugherty finished his career with 54 tackles, six for loss including three quarterback

sacks and a fumble recovery.

As for Ricky White, Jr., he finishes with one of the most stellar careers a defender has had for North High School.
A Two-Time All-State linebacker, he was also twice voted All-Conference, All-City, and All-Metro. The Downtown

Quarterback Club and the Evansville Courier both recognized him as the Evansville PLAYER OF THE YEAR—

accolades few DEFENSIVE players ever receive. Both his career solo and total tackle numbers are in the Top Five
All-Time for North. He destroyed the season record for tackles for loss with 33. Think about that, with 97 tackles
on the season, over ONE-THIRD of his tackles occurred IN THE OPPONENT’S BACKFIELD.

His acceleration to the ball was unmatched in recent history at North and his emotional play elevated the defense
to new heights each week. Six games he had ten or more tackles, four games he had four or more tackles for
loss... and those numbers would likely have been much higher had he not sat several second halves when North

was leading by a running-clock score.
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Yes, Ricky White, Jr. was recognized as the Evansville’s Player of the Year, but this was a defense that was special

as a team and not just as an individual. These players on the 2025 edition of the Football Huskies worked to

achieve a new standard for excellence at North and we can only hope that their passion,... their desire,... and

their grit was passed along to the underclassmen who played alongside them.

Thank you for this opportunity to recap their efforts. Like you, | have loved every second of watching your sons

and brothers compete for the Green and White. And now it is my pleasure to turn the microphone over to

North's new leader, a man to whom these players look for their inspiration, their strength, and their

determination to win--Coach Zac Nero.




